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EDITORIAL. 


'T'HIS year the Chronicle has celebrated its ninth birthday. We 
breathe a sigh of relief now that we have collected the last 
contribution. We have had to use all our persuasive powers 
in order to encourage the girls to allow their literary efforts to be 
published. The girls seemed to prefer writing poetry, but no one 
seems very keen on writing prose. 

This year our thoughts have been centred on the Scholarship 
Fund. Each House has done its share towards it, and the VI. 
form gave a short play in aid of it. Our thanks are especially due 
to Sir Percival Heywood, who so generously produced a play in 
the Town Hall on December 4th, the proceeds of which were 
given to this fund. 

We regret to record the death of Miss Powell, who was the 
late Chairman of our Governors, and who took a great interest in 
our School; and also that of Sir Graham Balfour, through whose 
instrumentality our School became a public school. 

J. Mellor. 

M. Martin. 

SCHOOL NOTES. 

THE GENERAL BEARING PRIZE 
was awarded to Va. in the Autumn Term, Spring Term and 
Summer Term. 

FULL PREFECTS AND HOUSE PREFECTS. 

In the Autumn Term the prefects were as follows:— 

Head Girl: M. Prince. 

In Apollo: I. Lunn (full); C. Eyley (on probation). 

In Jupiter: G. Phillips, J. Mellor, G. Hambleton (full). 

In Mars : I. Finney (full) ; F. Bull (on probation). 

In Neptune: M. Prince, C. Gilbert (full); K. Preston (on 
probation). 
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In the Spring Term, 1928:— 

C. Eyley, F. Bull and K. Preston were made full prefects; 
M. Martin was made a prefect on probation. 

In the Summer Term, 1928:— 

M. Martin was a full prefect, and N. Beck became a prefect 
on probation. 

AUTUMN TERM. 

November 6th and 7th. —Our School held a stall at the 
C.M.S. Bazaar as usual. 

Novbmbbr 8th. —Speech Day. 

November 16th. —At a meeting of the Science Society a 
lecture was given by Mr. Paul Edmonds on “ Burma and the 
Burmese.” 

November 28th. —A Science Society meeting waB held. 
Mary Prince read a paper on “ Bird and Animal Life in Stafford¬ 
shire,” illustrated by lantern slides; and Grace Hambleton read a 
paper on “The Disappearing River.” 

December 14th. —The Guides gave a concert in aid of the 
Scholarship Fund. 

December 17th. —Mr. Tatler gave a talk, illustrated by 
lantern slides, on the “ League of Nations.” 

December 19th. —A Debate was held, the motion being:— 
“ That a sense of humour is a greater blessing than imagination." 

The Christmas Party and Old Girls’ Reunion. 

SPRING TERM. 

February 1 1th.— A meeting of the Debating Society was 
held, the motion before the house being; Examinations are not a 
fair test of knowledge.” 

February 20th. —A Science Society meeting was held, 
when Miss Woodhead gave a lecture on : “ Language as a Science.” 

March 13th and 15th. —Scenes from “Make-Believe” 
were performed by the Sixth Form. 

March 20th. —A lecture was given on “ Dutch and Flemish 
Pictures” by Miss Bedford. 

March 27th. —In the morning, a Debating Society meeting 
was held, the motion before the house being: “ Toum life produces 
better citizens than country life.” In the afternoon, a Science 
Society meeting was held, at which J. Mellor and C. Gilbert read 
papers on “ Colour,” and “ Gold,” respectively. 

SUMMER TERM. 

May 10th. —The School Sports were held. 

May 14th. —The House Drill Competition took place. 


k. 
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May 25th. —The Science Society organised an expedition 
to Castleton, in the Peak District. 

May 29th. —The Debating Committee held a Mock Election. 

June 1st. —Jupiter and Mars held an American Tennis 
Tournament in aid of the School Scholarship Fund. 

June 28th. —The School Birthday was celebrated, instead 
of the following day, which was a Saturday. A tennis tournament 
was held in which several Old Girls competed. 

July 4th and 5th. —Neptune gave a concert in aid of the 
Scholarship Fund. 

July 8th. —At a meeting of the Science Society a lecture 
was given by Mr. Barnard on “ Wedgewood Pottery.” 

July 12th. —The School entertained a party of women 
from a Birmingham Settlement. v 

July 25th. —The House Tennis Matches were played. 

DRILL BADGES 

have been awarded to J. Read, D. Stanley, M. Martin. 

GOOD POSITION BADGES 
were awarded to E. Frost, M. Mellor, M. Whysall. 

HOCKEY COLOURS 
have been won by F. Bull, A. Sutton, J. Read. 

HOUSE NEWS. 

APOLLO. 

Autumn Term, 1928. —Jupiter invited us to tea and games. 

Spring Term, 1929. —Hockey was the chief feature this 
term. The House matches were played at the end of the term. 
We longed to get the cup, but in our last match we were defeated 
by Mars. 

Summer Term, 1929. —The Drill Competition was held at 
the beginning of the term. We were third. 

Sports. —Quite a number of our girls won prizes. We 
came in first in the Relay Race. 

Gardening. —We are greatly indebted to girls who helped 
in the House Garden, and especially to Constance Eyley and 
Audrey Sutton, who gave up much of their spare time during the 
dinner hour in weeding and tidying up generally. 

Tennis. — Dorothy Mayfield and Margaret Frost represented 
Apollo in the Inter-House Tournaments, and were third. 

We have certainly had no outstanding success this year, 
but if everyone makes a real effort, there is no reason why Apollo 
should not walk away with at least one trophy next year. 

Nellie Beck. 
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JUPITER. 

Autumn Term, 1928.—Jupiter invited Apollo to tea and 

games. 

Spring Term, 1929.—The Inter-House Hockey matches 
were played. We were again third, but on the whole the team 
worked well together and showed an enthusiastic spirit. In the 
Drill Competition, when the total number of marks were added up, 
we were fourth. However, the Juniors did very well. 

Summer Term, 1929.—In the School Sports no one in 
Jupiter won either the Senior or Junior Championships, but 
Kathleen Ball was the runner-up for the Senior Cup and obtained 
26 points for the House. We joined with Mars in organising an 
American Tennis Tournament in aid of the Scholarship Fund, as a 
result of which over £22 was raised. 

In the House Tennis Tournaments, Jupiter was represented 
by G. Phillips and K. Ball. We were second. 

Our garden has greatly improved this year, and the girls 
have taken more interest in it. We won the Gardening Cup. 

We were very sorry to say ‘‘Good-bye 11 to Gwen Phillips, 
who has been our House Captain this last year. Her leadership, 
especially in regard to hockey and tennis, will greatly be missed. 

On the whole this has been a more successful year, and at 
the end of the year we were second. 

J. Mellor. 

MARS. 

Autumn Term, 1928.—We invited Neptune to tea and 
games, this being the postponed party of the previous year. 

Spring Term, 1929.—Frances Bull was our Hockey 
Captain, and we again w r on the Cup. 

Summer Term, 1929.—This was our successful term. The 
first event was the Drill Competition, in which all the members of 
the House took part, and we just managed to win the Cup again. 

Mars were again second in the Relay Race at Sports. We 
were very successful at Sports, for Frances Bull won the Senior 
Championship and Julia Read was only two points below her. 
Yvonne Underwood won the Junior Championship and Dorothy 
Hammersley was runner-up, while many of our girls won prizes. 

Our representatives for the Tennis Tournament were 
Frances Bull and Dorothy Hammersley, and we again won the 
Cup. 

This year the gardens have been changed : we have the 
round garden, and I think there has been an improvement on the 
gardening of the previous year; the paths have been kept much 
better; but still some members of the House might show more 
interest in the garden. 

We again won the Shield. I. H. Finney. 
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NEPTUNE. 

Autumn Term, 1928.— Mars invited us to tea and games, 
which we all enjoyed very much. 

Spring Ter.m, 1929.—Miss Malvern became one of our 
House Mistresses. 

Again we were rather unfortunate, as there were 
very few Seniors in the House who played hockey, so that our 
team consisted chiefly of the younger members. In the House 
Matches we lost against all the other Houses; but, Neptune, we 
must never be discouraged ! 

In the Inter-House Drill Competition we were second. 

Summer Term, 1929.—We gave an entertainment for the 
purpose of raising money for the Scholarship Fund. 

In the House Tennis Tournament, Neptune was fourth. 

This year we tied with Mars for second place for our 
garden. M. A. Prince. 

SPEECH DAY. 

The School Speech Day and Prize Distribution took place 
in the Town Hall on November 8th, 1928. Sir Percival Heywood, 
as the Chairman of the Governors, addressed the parents and 
friends. When Miss Woodhead had read her report for the year, 
the prizes were distributed by Mrs. Vincent Hoare, sister of the 
Lord Chancellor, who then gave an address. She said that we 
gained so much from School that we ought to do our best to do 
something in return. 

Miss Herbert proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs. Hoare, and 
was second by Mr. Orme. 

After this came the contribution of the School choir, who 
sang five songs by Schubert in memory of the centenary of the 
great musician :—“ Forth to the Meadows ” (Shepherd’s Chorus 
from Rosamunde), “ To Music,” “ Lay of the Imprisoned 
Huntsman,” “Who is Sylvia?” and “Coronach.” Miss 
Timberlake played the accompaniments. 

The proceedings closed with the singing of the School song. 

EXAMINATION RESULTS. 

PRIZE LIST. 

Form Prizes.— I.: F. Tunnicliffe. II.: M. Harper. III.: 
K. Hollins. IV.b: P. Atkinson, Y. Underwood. IV.a: J. Under¬ 
wood, A. Sutton. V.b: Languages, M. Martin; Mathematics, 
F. Bull. V.a: Botany and English, J. Babb; Mathematics, N. 
Land; French, G. Hambleton General Work, J. Mellor. VI. b : 
General Work, M. Prince. VI.a : Leaving Prize and English, 
S. Harper. 
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Scripture Prize. —Senior, (not awarded); Junior, S. Dykes. 

Drawing Prize. —V. Wibberley. 

Needlework Prize (presented by Mrs. Ward).—M. Reeves. 

Music Prizes (presented by Miss Malvern).—Senior, J. 
Read ; Junior, L. Bagshaw. 

Domestic Science Prizes (presented by Mrs. Eckersley).— 
Senior, M. Charlesworth; Junior, J. Underwood. 

Geography Prize (presented by Mr. E. M. Mellor).— 
J. Babb. 

Prizes for Poem (presented by Miss Ruegg'.—Senior, 
N. Brooks; Junior, P. Atkinson. 

Old Girls’ Prize for Drill. —F. Bull. 

Merita Prize (presented by Miss Budgen).—G. Hambleton. 

EXAMINATION RESULTS. 

Northern Universities’ Higher Certificate.—S. Harper. 

London Matriculation. —M. Prince. 

Cambridge School Certificates. —J. Babb, 1. Finney, 
C. Gilbert, G. Hambleton, N. Land, J. Mellor, G. Phillips, 
V. Wibberley. 

County School (C) Scholarship. —K. Salt, B. Watson. 

Associated Board R.A.M. and R.C.M.—Class Singing 
(Higher Division), Honourable Mention. Piano.— Higher Division : 
F. Bull; Lower Division : J. f?ead ; Elementary Division : M. Jeffery 
(Distinction), B. Dykes, E. Moss, D. Hammersley. 

Royal Drawing Society Certificates. —Division 1.: 
First Class 11, Second Class 4; Division II.: First Class 4, Second 
Class 5 ; Division III.: First Class 1, Second Class 3 ; Division V.: 
Second Class 1 ; Division VI.: Second Class 1. 

THE SCHOOL BIRTHDAY. 

This year we celebrated the School Birthday on June 28th, 
as the 29th was a Saturday. The School was decorated with 
roses, and everyone wore a rose. At prayers the School hymn, “ O 
God our help in ages past/’ was sung. In the afternoon we played 
games, and a tennis tournament was held, in which several Old 
Girls took part. Tea was served on the lawn, after which tennis 
and games were played again. The winners of the tennis tourna¬ 
ments were Miss Walker and Gwen Phillips. We ended a very 
happy afternoon by joining hands and singing “ Auld Lang Syne/* 

The School's birthday present, this year, was a statue of 
• Victory. 


Vera Roberts. 
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GAMES—HOCKEY. 

This year our Hockey team—as regards a School team, 
seems to have sunk very much into the background, as very few 
matches were played at all. We have lost four of our players, and 
although they have been replaced ably by younger players, these 
younger ones have not, this season, quite come up to scratch, but 
we hope, with a season’s experience, they will do well next year. 

Our team suffered severely through the loss of our left-back, 
P. Webster, but in L. Atkin, who has been moved from r. half, 1 
hope we shall find another promising player. I feel sure that the 
players will all agree with me when I say that we lost one of our 
strongest members in our centre-half, J. Babb, but the left-half, N. 
Beck, an experienced player, took her place admirably, and is to be 
congratulated on her play. 

Again our left-back has played an excellent game with great 
eagerness, but she should try not to forget that there is a penalty 
for fouling. 

Both wings played good games, and together with the left- 
inner and centre-forward, who are both fleet of foot, should do well 
next season: the two latter would be excellent if they could always 
i shoot as quickly as they dribble the ball up the field. 

The halves played a good game, at times—the left-half was 
rather erratic, but she lost a great deal of this towards the end of 
the season. 

The School XI. consisted of:—(G.) G. Phillips; (R.B.) J. 
Read; (L.B.) L. Atkins; (R.H.) M. Howlett; (C.H.) N. Beck; 
(L.H.) K. Ball; (R.W.) D. Mayfield; (R.I.) H. Walker; (C.F.) F. 
Bull; (L.I.) A. Sutton; (LAV.) D. Stanley. 

Colours were awarded to A. Sutton, J. Read, N. Beck, 
F. Bull. 

The results of the Inter-House matches in the Spring Term 
were: 1. Mars; 2. Apollo; 3. Jupiter; 4. Neptune. 

TENNIS. 

Only one outside match was played this season, but the girls 
played a good deal of tennis, and a marked improvement has been 
noticed in many of the older players. We played Leek at home, 
but unfortunately w r ere unable to finish the match. 

The couples were: (1) G. Phillips and F. Bull; (2) D. 
Mayfield and M. Frost; (3) M. Howlett and D. Hammersley. 

The House Tournament was played at the end of the 
Summer Term, and it would be hard to find a more keenly fought 
tournament. The couples were: Apollo, D. Mayfield and M. 
Frost; Jupiter, G. Phillips and K. Ball; Mars, F. Bull and D. 
Hammersley ; and Neptune, C. Gilbert and M. Martin. 

The final result was; (1) Mars; (2) Jupiter; (3) Apollo; 
(4) Neptune. G. H. Phillips (Captain). 
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SPORTS. 

The Annual Sports were held on May 7th, at 2 p.m., and 
fortunately we were favoured with fine weather. 

The cross-country race, which was run before the Sports’ 
Day, was again won by Julia Read, Mabel Hamilton being second. 
Both the Senior and Junior race for the Championship had a very 
close finish. Frances Bull, of Mars House, won the Senior 
Championship, obtaining 27 points ; Kathleen Ball was runner-up 
with 26 points. Y. Underwood, of Mars House, won the Junior 
Championship, obtaining 31 points; Dorothy Hammersley was 
runner-up with 30 points. The Senior High Jump was won by 
Dorothy Mayfield, and the Junior High Jump by Dorothy 
Hammersley. The Senior Long Jump was won by Kathleen Ball, 
and the Junior by Yvonne Underwood. The House Relay results 
were as follows :— 

Apollo first; Mars second; Jupiter third; and Neptune 

fourth. 

Miss Herbert kindly distributed the prizes. 

A. Sutton & K. Ball. 

GIRL GUIDES 

(1st Uttoxeter Company). 

During the year our numbers have continued to increase; 
we now have thirty-one Guiders and five patrols. 

All our recruits have passed their Tenderfoot tests, and 
thirteen Guiders have passed the Second Class tests. The following 
proficiency badges have also been gained: Sportswoman (2), 
Ambulance (4), Health (8), Child Nurse (9), Laundress (3), Cook 
(8), Artist (1), Pathfinder (2), Basket Worker (1), Toymaker (2), 
Music Lover (1), Singer (3), and Swimmer (3). 

The chief events of the year are:— 

March 4th.—Rally in the Town Hall, when Mrs. Wardle, 
the County Commissioner, enrolled recruits, and afterwarde spoke 
to us all. 

May 4th.—Four Guides and one Guider went to the County 
Rally at Burton-on-Trent, when Country Dancing and Community 
Singing were greatly enjoyed. 

June 16th.—Civic Sunday. We joined in the procession to 
Church. 

June 13th.—We went for a day’s hike to the Weaver Hills. 

Oct. 15th.—The 4th Uttoxeter Company spent the evening 
with us, when we all thoroughtly enjoyed ourselves. 

Nov. 16th.—We all went to the County Rally at Stafford, 
to meet the Chief Guide. P. B. Walker (Captain). 
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THE DEBATING SOCIETY. 

The debates which we have held this year have included 
such diverse subjects as psychology, school management and 
politics. The committee for the year was elected on Nov. 30th, 
and consisted of Miss Pascoe (Staff Representative), M. Prince 
(Chairman), C. Gilbert (Secretary), J. Mellor and N. Beck. 

On December 19th, the Society held a debate which was 
attended by several Old Girls. The motion was “ That a sense of 
humour is a greater blessing than imagination.” D. Mayfield 
opened on the affirmative, seconded by J. Mellor. K. Bull, the 
opener on the negative, was seconded by C. Eyley. When the 
debate was thrown open to the House, after some very able and 
interesting speeches, the girls did not seem to have grown 
accustomed to arguing in public. The result was that only one 
girl spoke, although several members of the Staff joined in the 
debate. The motion was carried by a large majority. 

A meeting of the Society was held on Feb. 11th, the motion 
being “ That examinations are not a fair test of knowledge.” G. 
Hambleton opened on the affirmative, seconded by N. Beck; 
M. Martin, seconded by W. Cope, spoke on the negative. An 
interesting discussion was raised as to what method of proving 
merit could be employed if that of examination were abolished. 
The motion was carried by a large majority. 

An interesting debate was provided on March 25th by the 
motion “That town life produces better citizens than country life.” 
F. Bull, seconded by K. Salt, spoke on the affirmative, and they 
were opposed by 1. Finney, seconded by K. Preston. A lively 
discussion ensued, with plenty of supporters for each side. The 
motion lost to a large majority, probably because most of the 
members present lived in the country. 

An innovation in the form of a Mock Election took place on 
May 29th. W. Goodwin represented the Labour, F. Bull the 
Liberal, and G. Phillips the Conservative Candidate. Feelings on 
political subjects had reached a high pitch of excitement owing to 
the imminence of the General Election, and they found a vent in 
this debate. The Labour Candidate promised to secure a half¬ 
holiday and to abolish returned lessons, etc., if she were returned. 
The other Candidates raised arguments of a more national 
character, and loyalty to political views prevailed over this alluring 
prospect, and the Conservative Candidate obtained the greatest 
number of votes. G. Hambleton. 

THE SCIENCE SOCIETY. 

The Society has continued to hold the interest of the School 
during the past year. The first meeting of the Society was held 
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on November 16th, when Mr. Paul Edmonds lectured to us on 
Burma, and he illustrated the lecture by his own charcoal 
drawings. He gave us a great many original ideas about the 
country of Burma; and he described the scenes with much realistic 
detail, which was of an interesting and amusing character. 

The second meeting of the year was held on November 28th, 
when G. Hambleton read a paper on the * The Disappearing 
River/* in which she described the Manifold River, and dealt with 
some of the experiments which geologists have performed to prove 
its disappearing nature. She illustrated this paper with some very 
useful diagrams. At the same meeting another paper was read by 
M. Prince on “ Birds and Animals of Staffordshire/* illustrated by 
lantern slides; in which the birds and animals in general were 
compared and contrasted primarily, then their different character¬ 
istics were dealt with. 

it On February 30th, Miss Woodhead gave a lecture on 
Language as a Science,** in which she explained the derivation of 
many of our words from those of another language. She pointed 
out to us the many different senses in which one word of a language 
may be used, and a great many more interesting facts were 
brought to our notice during this lecture. 

On March 27th, C. Gilbert read a paper on “ Gold/* in 
which she gave some idea of its value and use, and then she 
described briefly the various methods which are used in order to 
obtain this precious metal, and to name the principal parts of the 
world in which it is found (this she illustrated by diagrams). At 
the same meeting J. Mellor read a paper, entitled “Colour,** which 
was illustrated by diagrams. She described how the different 
colours are all produced from white light, by means of a prism, and 
by different wave lengths. Other points of interest were also dealt 
with, such for example, as, the formation of the rainbow. 

On May 25th, some of the members of the Society went on 
an expedition to Castleton, a small village, which is situated in the 
Peak District. We spent a very enjoyable day, and we saw many 
things of interest, including Mam Tor. Also we went through 
three of the chief caverns, all of which were really very thrilling. 

The next meeting of the Society was held on July 8th, when 
Mr. Barnard gave a lecture on “Wedgewood Pottery.'* He 
reminded us about the Wedgewood bicentenary; then he gave us a 
short account of Josiah Wedgewood’s life, and the state of social 
life in the Potteries at the time of his birth, and he described some 
of the changes which took place in later years, due chiefly to 
Wedgewood’s influence. Then Mr. Barnard went on to tell us 
about the process of pottery making, in which he described the 
steps and processes which had to be performed before a cup and 


11 


saucer were completed. All this was described by numerous 
pictures with his “ movie apparatus." 

The Annual General Meeting was held on July 4th, when 
J. Mellor was elected Chairman of the Society for the coming 
year : G. Hambleton, Secretary; and D. Mayfield, Treasurer. 
Miss Windrow and Miss Timberlake were re-elected. 

M. A. Prince. 

THE SIXTH FORM PLAY. 

Last March Form VI. produced the Prologue and Act l. of 
“ Make Believe," by A. A. Milne, in aid of the School Scholarship 
Fund. A dress rehearsal was given for the younger girls, and two 
other performances were given, one at the Old Girls’ Meeting, and 
the other for parents and older girls. 

In the Prologue only two Sixth Form girls took parts : G. 
Phillips as the butler; and J. Mellor as Rosemary. The children’s 
parts were taken by Juniors. 

All the girls in Form VI. took parts in the second scene. 
We were sorry that I. Lunn was unable to keep her part as the 
Princess, but we found a very willing substitute in K. Salt. G. 
Hambleton took the part of the Woodcutter; G. Phillips and M. 
Prince acted together as King and Queen ; while J. Mellor as the 
Yellow Prince, C. Gilbert as the Red Prince, and I. Finney as the 
Blue Prince, took the parts of suitors to the Princes. 

We raised over £4 by collections. We hope that the 
spectators enjoyed watching the play as much as we enjoyed 
performing it. L Finney. 

NEPTUNE’S ENTERTAINMENT. 

On July 3rd and 4th, we Neptune girls gave our entertain¬ 
ment. I say “ we ” because our House Mistresses arranged for us 
all to take part in it. We had a fairly good audience each evening 
and made a collection of £9, which we gave to the School 
Scholarship Fund. 

We began the entertainment by acting a selection of 
Nursery Rhymes—the singing for which was done by a hidden 
choir. These were followed by a tableau of “ Old King Cole,” 
for which Mary Prince made an excellent king. The Panic 
Scene ” from Cranford completed the programme, the parts being 
taken by the younger members of the House. 

We all enjoyed working for the entertainment, and were 
really sorry when it was all over. There was great excitement 
when we heard the result of the collection. 

Kathleen Preston. 
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JUPITER-MARS TENNIS TOURNAMENT. 

June 1st was a lovely day, and the Jupiter-Mars 
Tournament was held in the School grounds under ideal conditions. 
There were a good many entries for the tennis, which Miss 
Windrow supervised. The catering was in the hands of Miss 
Scotter, together with several girls who acted as waitresses. The 
tea was served on the lawn. Miss Pascoe and K. Salt were kept 
busy supplying ices and lemonade to the hot tennis players. Miss 
Price, J. Mellor, G. Hambleton and M. Ryder took turns at serving 
at the Pound Stall. Everyone did her bit, including the Juniors 
who sold buttonholes. There was some good play in the tourna¬ 
ment of which Miss M. Ball and Mr. Westwood were the victors 
after a thrilling final. The weather kept fine until the end, when 
the prizes were distributed by Miss Woodhead in the Assembly 
Hall. 

We made £22 2s. lid. for the School Scholarship Fund. 

K. Salt (Jupiter). 

J. Read (Mars). 

THE BIRMINGHAM MOTHERS. 

On Friday, July 12th, the School entertained a party of 
Mothers from the Birmingham Settlement. They arrived about 
one o clock and were welcomed by the prefects and Old Girls, and 
had lunch straight away. 

It poured with rain all day, which was unfortunate, because 
the mothers get so few chances of being in the country. It was 
intended that the mothers should spend the afternoon in the 
garden, but because of the wet they had to remain in the Assembly 
Hall, where they were entertained by impromptu competitions 
until the House entertainments began. Neptune performed 
Scenes from Cranford, and some Nursery Rhymes; Apollo and 
Jupiter some Country Dances; and Mars drilled an “awkward 
squad. All of the items were greatly appreciated. The mothers 
were able to walk round the grounds afterwards, as the rain had 
cleared. They then had high tea, and were each presented with 
a bunch of flowers and a few eggs before they left about half-past 
five, after a very enjoyable day. J. Underwood. 

OLD GIRLS’ SOCIETY. 

AUTUMN TERM. 

The meeting for the Autumn Term was held on Friday, 
October 19th. After tea, Miss Woodhead opened the Business 
Meeting by thanking the O.G.S. for their help at the F^te last June. 

The following members were then elected:— 

Secretary—Miss K. Orme in the place of Miss W. Hardy, 
who was elected as Treasurer, in the place of Miss D. Kent. 
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The House Secretaries were elected as follows:— 

Apollo, Miss H. Tatlow; Jupiter, Miss M. Prince; Neptune, 
Miss K. Tibbets; Mars, Miss J. Babb; and Misses K. Hardy, K. 
Tibbets, J. Babb and L. Watson were elected as Tea Committee. 

It was decided that at the Spring Meeting Form VI. would 
give a play. And the O.G.S. would be pleased to help entertain a 
party from the Birmingham Women’s Settlement. 

Miss Woodhead closed the Meeting with a vote of thanks 
for the returning officers. 

THE SPRING TERM. 

The Meeting for the Spring Term was held on March 13th, 
when Form VI. gave us scenes from A. A. Milne’s “Make 
Believe,” which we enjoyed very much. 

THE SUMMER TERM. 

The Summer Meeting was held on June 28th, when the 
School Birthday was celebrated. The Old Girls joined in the 
Tennis Tournament and Games. After tea there was a short 
Business Meeting to discuss arrangements for the entertainment 
of the party from the Birmingham Women’s Settlement. 

OLD GIRLS’ NEWS. 

TRAINING FOR BLIND WELFARE WORK. 

Given the right type of girl, with a cheerful disposition, and 
one able to enter into the lives of those with whom she comes into 
contact, Blind Welfare Work affords great opportunity for doing 
good. As a general rule, this cannot be undertaken before the 
age of twenty, but the work undertaken between the age of leaving 
School and that of twenty should be of such a nature as to be of 
service in the future career. 

It would be quite useful to have a training in Secretarial 
Work, and later to undergo an intensive training at an Institution 
for the Blind as a preparation for taking the Home Teachers’ 
Examination, in order to qualify for the work. 

Home Teachers of the Blind have to be approved by the 
Ministry of Health after being appointed by a Local Authority or 
Voluntary Agency. The work is most interesting. It consists of 
visiting the Blind in their own homes in the district to which the 
Home Teacher is assigned; of teaching suitable people to read in 
Braille and Moon Types; of instructing them in pastime occupa¬ 
tions, e.g., basketry, rug making, chair caning, pulp cane work, 
straw bag making, raffia work, hand knitting, etc., not so much 
with the idea of these people earning a living, but to bring a little 
brightness into their lives by helping them to pass away the lonely 
hours. 
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An important feature of the work is giving assistance to 
blind people in making applications for Blind Pensions, Grants, etc. 
In order to be able to do this the Home Teacher must be thoroughly 
cognisant of the Blind Pensions’ Acts, and of the various 
regulations and provisions relating to the blind welfare in all Acts 
of Parliament since the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

A knowledge of hygiene is essential, and the Certificate of 
Home Nursing and First Aid is considered a useful qualification. 
As the time is rapidly approaching when all blind people who so 
desire, will have a wireless installation, it will be necessary for 
Home Teachers to possess some knowledge of construction and 
working of sets. 

I think that I have said enough to show the scope offered 
to any girl of a sympathetic nature in this very useful work. 

Nora Land. 


MISS RUEGG’S PRIZE POEM COMPETI TION . 


Senior : 1st Prize— Janet Mellor. Aged 17 years. 

SONNET: EVENING ON THE LAGOON AT VENICE. 

The crimson sun sinks slowly to repose 
Behind the scattered isles, the water seems 
Like liquid glass, around a land of dreams 
Where marble churches all lie tinged with rose. 
Stately and sad, the palace of the Doges 
Symbollic, ’mid the ling'ring sunset beams 
Of fading glories, like a vision gleams 
Then merges into dimness. Slowly flows 
The tide, as if afraid to rouse the foam ; 

The air a breathless expectation holds; 

Whilst sinks the last ray, silent the lagoon. 

Till all the waste of waters, every dome, 

And tower and ship, the traveller beholds 
Flooded with palest gold beneath the moon. 


2nd Prize— Peggy Atkinson. Aged 13 years. 
DAWN. 


When the birds begin to sing, 

And the bells begin to ring, 

When the buds unfold their leaves, 
And the sun shines o’er the eaves 
Of some country cottage roof, 

And the owls do turn aloof 
At the dawn of day again, 

And retire to their domain 
Secret in some hollow tree, 

Till the night once more they see— 
Then we know that dawn is here. 
And the day is very near. 


Cooling winds the night did bring 
Leave the fields as fresh as Spring ; 
Pearly dewdrops on the flowers 
Glitter in the floral bowers, 

On the webs from grass to grass, 
Made, to catch the flies that pass, 

By the spiders, dewdrops rest. 

On the straws of some bird’s nest. 
Anywhere they drop and stay 
Till the sun takes them away. 

When the gentle rays of dawn 
Change for mid-day sunshine warm. 
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Junior : 1st Prize— Kathleen Griffiths. Aged 11 years 4 months. 
THE FAIRY DRESSMAKER. 


While walking in my garden, it 
chanced one summer’s day, 

I saw a tiny fairy, and I thought he 
was at play, 

But now, can you believe it, he was 
making fairies clothes— 

Gowns of every wondrous hue, 

And little cobweb hose ! 

He'd got some curly cabbage-leaves 
for making suits of green, 

Some petals of the red-rose for caps 
of marvellous sheen, 

And now he took a piece of the very 
best of moss, 

Then sometimes into the air 
A petal light he’d toss. 


His little legs were crossed on a 
toadstool tall and brown ; 

I thought he must be making clothes 
for quite a fairy town. 

He stitched and stitched the petals 
till they must be worn away, 
But still those little petals 
Were as light as cloudless day. 

Perhaps he saw me watching, but I 
do not think he did. 

For when he raised his head up, 
behind a tree I hid. 

And then he kept puffing as if he’d 
run miles 

Then sometimes his face drew up 
In little wrinkly smiles. 


I did not dare to bid my little fairy- 
man adieu, 

For then I might disturb him and his 
work so neat and new. 

And so I hurried from him as he 
stitched and stitched away 
At those dear little petals 
As light as cloudless day. 


2nd Prize— Sheila Dykes. Aged 11 years. 


THE FAIRY 

Tick, tack, here I go 
Making fairies’ shoes. 

Any colour, any kind, 

They’re the best you're sure to And. 
Any colour, which you like, 

I’ll have them made for to-morrow 
night. 

Tick, tack, here I go 
Making fairies’ shoes. 

AU VENT 


SHOEMAKER. 

Tick, tack, here I go 
Making fairies’ shoes. 

To-morrow’s the ball of our fairy 
queen. 

So I’m busy making shoes of green. 
Shoes of orange, and of pink, 

Shoes of almost every tint. 

Tick, tack, here I go. 

Making fairies' shoes. 

INVISIBLE. 


O qui a vu le vent froid, le vent qui sonne du nord ? 
Je 1’ai chcrchd partout, en forSt et en plaine ; 

Le vent qui glace les ruisseaux, qui g£le l’^tang mort; 
Ecoutez cette voix, cettc sourde haleine, 

Ce morne esprit qui grondc et toujours plaigne. 

La brise de I'ouest, entendez, chante dans les ombres 
Et fait monter les sons de la mer aux ctoiles. 

Jc crois ouir ses ailcs battre dans les nu£es sombres. 
Mais qui a vu cet haut vent qui l£ve la voile 
Des t£n£bres, qui en souffle la toile ? 


O vent, sais tu les secrets de I’ocdan et des cieux ? 
Vous errez par de terres vastes, inconnucs ; 

Vois-tu que pensent les caux, les montagnes, et le feu ? 
O vent changeant, mcrveilleux, qu’on n’a jamais vu, 
Es-tu l’esprit noir des £mes perducs ? 


G. Hamblkton. 
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THE WITCH. 


And so she weaves a wicked spell 
Working black magic on—who can 
tell ? 

With moving lips and gleaming eyes 
While the owl in the distance 
mournfully cries. 

But now the hour of midnight’s o’er, 
She returns once more to an un¬ 
known shore 

Where devils and witches and spirits 
abound 

And where all forms of evil are 
found. 

“ Tu-whoo,” shrieks the owl as she 
passes by 

“Tu-whit, tu-whoo,” is his dismal 
cry, 

And the whole wood rings as the 
witch goes through 
With that lonesome call, 44 tu-whit— 
tu-whoo.” 

Mabel Hamilton. 

THE FLOODS. 

The ’bus stopped, three girls got on. I made room for one beside me ; “The 
Hoods are out and traffic cannot get, so I have been told ” she said, and other 
girls near heard her. At once we began to take notice, what should we do ? we 
wondered. We seethed with excitement, the ’bus did not travel nearly quickly 
enough, we longed to see the floods out. It is a novelty at all times, but much more 

so when it holds up traffic I At last we caught a glimpse of the floods, we 

splashed through a little water and came upon dry road again as we crossed the 
bridge, only to stop on the other side behind a string of lorries and motors. 
Through the window we saw groups of lorry drivers standing talking, but we saw 
the floods. And what floods they were! There was nothing to be seen but trees, 
the tops of high hedges and water, water, water! It was a wonderful sight! 
Then we had to get out of the ’bus and on to a dray drawn by two fine horses, 

and we Btarted through the floods. Round the bend of the road which blocked 

our view were lorries fast in the water with men on top of lorries out of the 
water’s reach. The current across the road was so strong, that, in spite of the 
weight, our dray was lifted off its wheels, and later descended into more shallow 
water, with a bump on to the road again. It was not until we had passed Fryer's 
Garage that we were able to get down from the dray, and walk to School, feeling 
cramped, but very excited, and longing to recite our adventure which we were 
very pleased not to have missed. 

Marjorie Wedd. Aged 12 years. 


’Tis twelve o’clock, the midnight 
hour 

And the time when witches have 
most power, 

The moon is wrapped in a misty 
shroud. 

Nought can be seen but the dark 
blue cloud. 

A withered hag with fearsome mean 

Crouching beside a fire is seen, 

And round about her feet are curled 

Snakes—the most poisonous in the 
world. 

The wood is dark, the fire burns dim, 

The owl is chanting his mournful 
hymn, 

And as the living embers glow 

She stirs her cauldron and mutters 
low. 


MARRIAGE, 

Goodwin—Garle. April 3rd, at All Saints’ Church, Milwich, by the Vicar 
(Rev. H. P. Stevens), Colin C., son of Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin of “The 
Woodcrofts,” Uttoxeter, to Catherine J. Vernon, younger daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Garle, Milwich, Staffs. 


DEATHS. 

November 10th. Miss Margaret Powell, late Headmistress of Orme Girls* 
School, Newcastle. 

October 26th. Sir Graham Balfour, 



